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Estimating frame score from hip height and age 
Abstract 
Frame score is a convenient way of describing the skeletal size of cattle. With adequate height growth 
curves most animals should maintain the same frame score throughout their life, while their actual height 
increases with age. Environmental factors can alter the normal skeletal growth rate. Nutrition level is a 
major factor. Cattle fed less than adequate nutrition will growth slower than the tables indicate, while 
cattle fed extremely high levels will growth faster. Large framed cattle grow faster and for a longer time 
than small framed cattle. Bulls grow faster than heifers. The accompanying tables and equations are 
currently the best estimates of cattle height growth rate and have been accepted be the Beef 
Improvement Federation. 
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